
Geneva, 4th of February 2006

Dear Father Jean-Pierre-Marie,

I am taking advantage of my visit to Geneva, where I have a little more time, to write to you 
what I have been reflecting and praying about for several days now concerning the article published 
by the magazine Golias.

I indeed remain the founder and thus the one responsible before God for the Community of 
Saint John. These last events reveal a direct attack against the Community, as if it were to be 
condemned as a community as a whole. People are acting as if the order of wisdom, the Christian 
order, was no longer being respected within the Community. These attacks go very far and are 
trying to take away the respect and trust that the Christian people, and especially parents, should be 
able to have in the Community. I therefore believe that it is my duty to say publicly, through the 
General Prior, what, before God and Mary, I believe I have the duty to rectify and state.

Personally, I want, before Jesus and because of the Gospel, to forgive. I want to forgive the 
one who is at the source of these calumnies. To forgive means to settle the question fraternally in 
front of Christ, who asks us to forgive everyone without limit. 

In a personal capacity, I do forgive. But as founder, I cannot accept that my children’s 
reputation be soiled in such away.

The attack leveled against me redounds upon the Dominican Order, which I never left and to 
which I always desired to remain faithful. I ask forgiveness to my Order for any trouble of which I 
have been the cause. But I wish to state firmly that what I am openly accused of is not true and that 
these accusations are based on jealousy.

Regarding the attacks against the Community of Saint John, I affirm, before God and the 
Church, and before the Responsible Brothers, that all these accusations are based on a false vision of 
profound intentions of the Brothers and of the Community. The Community is being attacked by a 
“masterpiece” of confusion which both masks the true intentions of the accused persons and unveils 
the intentions of the accusers. They are ready to do whatever it takes in order to try to show that the 
Community of Saint John is unworthy of the trust of Christian and, especially, of the parents of the 
Brothers.

 These attacks make constant confusions between profound intentions and exterior 
realizations. It is a terrible conflation, because it directly fights against each the personal authority 
of each person. The question of the personal conscience is something so secret that only God has 
the right to judge it. Men do not have the right to judge intentions. In all these attacks, anything and 
everything is made use of in order to slander intentions and persons. 



They add to the confusion by grouping together, in a global vision, things that happened 
over time, subject to the relative nature of passing events, in order to accuse and charge persons 
with a massive responsibility which is therefore no longer human.

Collectivity and individuals are also constantly confused in these attacks. This way of 
proceeding of the Marxist regimes is well known. It is terrible to see that, in our country, this 
procedure is used while still trying to give the appearance of a just indictment. This is all done with 
the clear intention of ruining the credibility of the Community and of crushing it, supposedly in the 
name of justice.

The more I reflect on these accusations, the more I see that everything is centered on the 
aspect of manifestation and not on the deep truth of things. Everything is set up in order to intensify 
appearances and falsify intentions and their truth. But to maintain a just outlook, shouldn’t these 
two aspects always remain clearly distinguished?

Since we are religious, we do not want to bring to justice in the civil courts as if we were 
simple citizens concerned with protecting our rights but respectful of the fact that others can have 
opposite ideas. We are at the service of the Church. No one can take from us the right to seek 
philosophical and theological truth up to the end. The Community of Saint John is not a sect. She is 
fully of the Church, and, although we forgive the wrong that has been done to us unjustly, we must 
maintain our legitimate right to seek the truth. The Church should help us in this task and should 
defend us.

In all of this, it is up to you, dear Father, to make the decision which, in your conscience, you 
consider you must make. I do not want to take a position which is no longer mine, but I believe that 
the intentions of the founder, in such an extreme case, must be clearly affirmed.

I would like this letter to be communicated to the Brothers, as well as to Bishop Joseph 
Madec, Bishop Gaston Poulain, Bishop Raymond Séguy, and the Cardinal Philippe Barbarin.

Brother Marie-Dominique Philippe, OP


