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Association of defense of father Marie Dominique PHILIPPE 
La Gelinotte – 1, rue d’Aulnois 55170 Juvigny-en-Perthois 

defenseperemdPHILIPPE@yahoo.com 
 

“To implement everything in order to defend the honor, the memory, the thought, the intellectual, spiritual and human inheritance 
of father Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE (1912-2006), as regards his person as well as his spiritual commitments.” 

 

 
 

Note of information n°1 
 
 
Juvigny, April 12, 2015 
 
 
The family of father Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE, numerous friends and oblates have been intervening 
in vain since nearly 2 years as regards the disparagers of father Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE to ask 
them to reconsider their widespread accusations published in the French and foreign Press in May 
2013. 
 
A petition to the Holy Father has been delivered to the Prefect of the Apostolic Signature mid-February 
2014 then directly to the Holy Father at the beginning of April 2014. This petition asked for a canonical 
inquiry on those accusations. This 36 pages document, translated in Spanish and in English 
recapitulates the conclusions of the first investigations led by the family and a few friends on the 
accusers. It provides numerous clues showing the bounds between the accusers and the will to harm 
the intellectual and spiritual inheritance of father Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE. 
 
The Supreme Court of the Church has advised the family mid-November 2014 to solicit the assistance 
of an ecclesiastical lawyer. At the beginning of the year 2015, several ecclesiastical lawyers have 
helped the family to establish a canonical penal complaint. 
 
This complaint has been finalized, signed and sent ‘recorded delivery’ to the competent authority on 
March, 25, 2015. It relies principally on the following canons : 
 

• Canon 1390 relating to the destruction of the reputation of others without cause 

§2. A person who offers an ecclesiastical superior any other calumnious denunciation of a 
delict or who otherwise injures the good reputation of another can be punished with a just 
penalty, not excluding a censure. 

§3. A calumniator can also be forced to make suitable reparation. 
 

• Canon 1389 relating to the abuse or the omission of power 

§1. A person who abuses an ecclesiastical power or function is to be punished according to the 
gravity of the act or omission, not excluding privation of office, unless a law or precept has 
already established the penalty for this abuse. 

§2. A person who through culpable negligence illegitimately places or omits an act of 
ecclesiastical power, ministry, or function with harm to another is to be punished with a just 
penalty. 

 
Through this complaint, the family simply asks that the fact that the veracity of those accusations has 
never been proved and that father Marie–Dominique PHILIPPE should be regarded as innocent may 
be publicly acknowledged and with the same publicity as in 2013. 
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