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 « Tout mettre en œuvre pour défendre l'honneur, la mémoire, la pensée, l'héritage intellectuel, spirituel et humain du père 
Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE (1912-2006), tant en ce qui concerne sa personne que ses engagements spirituels » 
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Paris, May 30, 2020 
 
 
The General Chapter of the Brothers of St. John of 2019 showed how the leadership of the 
Congregation  of  St. John has adopted the theses of the past accusers of Fr. Marie 
Dominique PHILIPPE. It is important to note today that the grounds for these charges have 
changed over time. 
 
 
Between 2013 and 2015, the teaching of Fr. Marie Dominique PHILIPPE on the love of 
friendship was systematically invoked. Since 2016, after failing to show any doctrinal errors 
in the teaching of Fr. Marie Dominique PHILIPPE, the 1956 condemnation of Fr. Thomas 
PHILIPPE and its consequences are now the main point of support for the accusations, while 
the essential documents of his trial have still been kept secret and as a result no serious 
historical study on this case has been possible. 
 
 
This approach makes it possible to link together the accusations against Fr. Marie-
Dominique and Fr. Thomas, whereas their personalities and their theological approaches 
were radically different, as the fruit of their respective work clearly shows. It is worth noting 
on this subject that if the Church again confirmed in 2019 its recognition of the charism of the 
Congregation of St. John, the source of which is the teaching of Fr. Marie Dominique 
PHILIPPE, the ecclesial authorities have systematically rejected all requests for an 
investigation into the accusatory process targeting the moral life of its founder. 
 
The last canonical procedure initiated by the PHILIPPE family in 2016 received no follow-up 
after it had been duly registered by the recipient French bishop. This complaint provided the 
first verifiable documents explicitly showing the harmful intent of the main detractors of Fr. 
Marie-Dominique PHILIPPE, who were personally involved in the accusatory process. 
 
 
This relentlessness in slander as well as this constant violation of Canon Law for 7 years 
shows how the conclusions of this General Chapter of 2019 are fully in line with the 
approaches rightly denounced by 2 renowned French canonists, the R.P. Etienne RICHER 
(https://srp-presse.fr/index.php/2020/05/14/editorial-du-15-mai-2020/) and Fr. Bernard de 
PUY-MONTBRUN (https://srp-presse.fr/index.php/2020/05/15/le-non-droit-du-pouvoir-qui-
tue/). 
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